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his was a stellar year for Ihe Garden Club 

of America, a year guided by an ethical 

stance toward organizational integrity and 
deliberate decision-making. 


We were grounded in horticulture, exalted by flow- 
ers, uplifted by the beauty and bounty in our parks 
and gardens, and inspired by the natural world 
around us. At the same time, we were challenged by 
realities such as the climate crisis, deeply threatened 
plant life and endangered wildlife, an aggressive 
anti-environmental onslaught, an evolving land- 
scape in the world of volunteerism, children in need 
of nature, and nature in need of children, the next 
generation of leaders. 


We responded with action, continuing to effect pos- 
itive change, and we celebrate the accomplishments 
of the 104th year ofthe ССА in this annual report. 
All advancements have been attained through stew- 
ardship, leadership, and friendship, key aspects of 
the GCA experience that have been the theme of my 
presidency. 


Considered in that tripartite defining context, this 
report conveys the collective impact of the GCA 
across the country, highlighting the work of the 
GCAs twenty-seven committees, twelve-member 





Executive Board, Headquarters staff of nine, twelve 
geographic zones, and 200 clubs and their near- 

ly 18,000 members. Together, we made important 
things happen. 


Reflecting on my recently concluded term as presi- 
dent, I have three observations. As stewards, we must 
grasp the capacity of our resources so that all we 
do supports the GCA purpose. As leaders, we must 
shape the future, making impact on regional, nation- 
al, and global issues in the process. As friends, we 
must work together to ensure a rich heritage for the 
next generation. 


Stewardship, leadership, and friendship are embod- 
ied in each of us. Our volunteers are the face of the 
GCA, in their families, clubs, communities, and 
zones and in our country. І encourage you not only 
to give to the GCA, but also to use the GCA to en- 
gage the mind, to elevate the spirit, and to stimulate 
the best effort of all who are associated with The Gar- 
den Club of America. Into our second century, we all 
will continue the journey of organizational discovery 
— the range of possibility and responsibility. 


Anne Copenhaver 


President, 2015-17 





he individuals who constitute 
The Garden Club of America 
are entrusted with the careful 


and responsible oversight of the 





property, finances, and affairs of 
the national organization and its 200 member 
clubs. They also steward the environmental 
assets of the communities they call home. These 


are things worthy of care and preservation. 


Led by more than 400 volunteers serving at 

the national level, and supported by nine 
professional staff members managing operations 
at Headquarters, the 18,000 of the GCA 
undertake more than seems possible with less 
than seems sufficient. 





j iF ўн Vie T ÈN Р a 1 t à гі \ ў E 1 ІІ я: У 
бака kn DEL» i otio aW nau 
me MA Е С GM 
[y " д с i tart Fi qu ў : p n rA і y y % à TEE S г i 


During the 2016-17 fiscal year, the GCA 
continued its eight-decade tradition of making 
significant community grants, disbursed a third 
of a million dollars for scholarships, substantially 
updated GCA Headquarters to better serve 
member clubs, and launched an endowment 
campaign. In addition, the organization 
celebrated two quarter-century milestones: of 
formally preserving gardening history in America 
in partnership with the Smithsonian Institution 
and of a nationwide program to restore native 


plant habitat on public lands. 


Since 1936, the GCA has stewarded monetary 
resources to enable a significant financial award, 
the Founders Fund, that supports projects in 
local communities. Established in memory of 
the ССА first president, Elizabeth Price Martin, 
each club annually casts a vote for one of 
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three projects proposed by ССА clubs. Іп 2017, 
$30,000 was awarded to the Boys and Girls 
Clubs of Greater Milwaukee for the Bee Healthy 
Garden at Camp Whitcomb Mason. Funds are 
being used to complete а yurt that will allow 
counselors year-round teaching opportunities 

in the garden and provide a location for over- 
night adventures. Two clubs received runner-up 
awards of $10,000 each to support projects in 
Santa Fe, New Mexico, and Staunton, Virginia. 
To date, eighty-five Founders Fund winners and 
runners-up have received nearly $1.5 million to 
save thousands of acres of land and innumerable 
trees, restore historic landmarks, establish civic 
plantings, and conduct research and educational 


projects across the country. 


As stewards of scholarship, the GCA nurtures the 
next generation of experts in horticulture and its 
related disciplines. In 2017, $330,000 from the 


GCA's twenty-seven merit-based scholarships 


THE GC OF DAYTON TREE LEGACY COMMITTEE is helping 

to revive the citys DaVinci area, designated by the city and 
community stakeholders as worthy of having its potential 
encouraged. The club located a vacant lot to establish a tree 
farm, raised $12,500, and planted sixty-five flowering and shade 
trees and hundreds of daffodil bulbs. While club members 
help with planting and monitor watering of the new saplings, 
community groups are asked to care for the trees until they 
reach maturity, when they will be replanted to help address 

the city's sixty-percent decline in tree canopy. A small teaching 
arboretum, including seven native tree species, was established 
at an elementary school, supported by teaching guides 
developed by the club as well as tubs, mulch, and planting 
supplies provided for small gardening projects. GC of Dayton 
members also beautified streetscapes with perennials and 
established a childrens garden. Invited by Childrens Medical 
Center to administer a $3,000 grant to improve landscaping at 
a park marking its centennial, the club installed landscaping, 
shared perennials from member gardens, and restored a 


sculpture linked to a long-time club member. 


was awarded to eighty-six scholars for academic 
endeavors ranging from summer environmental 
study and field work to graduate-level research 
projects. Also this year, the ССА renewed its 
three-year Memorandum of Agreement with 

the Royal Horticultural Society (RHS) for 

two cooperatively managed fellowships that 
foster British-American relations through the 
interchange of scholars in horticulture, landscape 
architecture, and related fields and promote 

the exchange of horticultural information. 
Commemorating renewal of the agreement, ССА 
President Anne Copenhaver in May attended the 
2017 RHS Annual General Meeting and RHS 
2017 Chelsea Flower Show as guest of RHS 


President Sir Nicholas Bacon. 


A leader in preserving America’s gardening 
history, in 2017 the ССА celebrated twenty- 
five years of partnership with the Smithsonian 


Institution in the Archives of American Gardens 


THE GC OF JACKSON MEMBERS donned 
waders and gloves and wielded nets to 

help Mississippis Department of Wildlife, 
Fisheries, and Parks collect data to better 
understand certain endangered fish species 
in the Strong River, such as the pearl 

darter and the frecklebelly madtom catfish. 
The states ichthyologist used a backpack 
electrofishing unit to stun the fish, while 
club members managed a ten-foot seine to 
quickly collect them before the electric shock 
wore off. Other club members joined in, 
nets in hand, to literally stomp in the river, a 
technique used to dislodge hidden fingerling 
fish, while yet other members remained 
onshore to collect samples in a portable 
aquarium. Eleven species were identified, 
and the captured fish were preserved 

and catalogued into the collection at the 


Mississippi Museum of Natural Science. 


(AAG). In 1992, the GCA donated its collection 
of 3,500 rare glass lantern slides and more 

than 22,000 35mm slides to the Smithsonian, 
forming the core of the AAG, which documents 
gardens from the 1870s to the present. The 
legacy continues, as GCA clubs document and 
propose contemporary gardens for inclusion 

in the archives, growing the collection to 

more than 7,500 gardens and 100,000 images 
today, a significant source for research. Thirty- 
eight gardens were added to the collection by 
twenty-nine clubs in the past year, and the AAG 
engaged its twenty-third GCA intern. Thirty 
percent of requests for information and research 
from the AAG staff involved holdings in the GCA 


collection. 


Also commemorating a silver anniversary in 
2017 is one of the GCAS core environmental 


stewardship programs, Partners for Plants (P4P). 


Through this endeavor, the ССА monitors rare 








MEMBERS OF THE GARDENERS, A GCA CLUB IN 
VILLANOVA, PENNSYLVANIA, harvested vegetables 


from a community garden at Rushton Farms to distribute 


to those in need. Rushton Farms is part of an eighty-six- 
acre preserve acquired and maintained by the Willistown 
Conservation Trust (WCT). Since 2009, WCT has 
contributed pesticide- and herbicide-free produce to the 
Chester County Food Bank and the West Chester County 
Cupboard, donating ten percent or more annually from 
its Community Farm Program. Approximately 4,000 
pounds of food are donated annually. When farm staff 
needed assistance, a dedicated band of The Gardeners 
stepped in. The club had partnered with WCT in the past, 
designing and building a rain garden at its educational 


center and planting a wildflower garden. 


56 percent of clubs offered local 
educational funds, grants, scholarships, 
or internships, totaling nearly 
$1.2 million and helping more than 
3,600 students 


plants, preserves native habitats, and propagates 
plants for restoration and to increase biodiversity, 
facilitating hands-on projects between its local 
clubs and land managers on federal, state, local, 
and other significant public lands. P4P has 
expanded from six projects undertaken in 1992 
to fifty projects in 2017, totaling an impressive 
470 projects in twenty-five years. New project 
guidelines implemented in 2017 widen the 


availability of funds for projects under 150 acres. 


86 clubs documented gardens for 
The Garden Club of America Collection, 
Archives of American Gardens, 
Smithsonian Gardens 


As stewards of the infrastructure that provides 
members the support needed to improve their 
communities and grow new generations of 
leaders, the GCA in 2015 signed a fifteen- 

year renewal lease for Headquarters. In 2016, 
facilities were updated for doing business in 

the twenty-first century, while respecting the 
organization's heritage and tradition. Renovation 


cost was covered by a substantial allotment in 





the new lease agreement, together with reserved 
general operating funds. While much of the 
renovation was behind-the-scenes and included 
upgrades to plumbing, electrical, HVAC, and 
technology systems, new additions include 
sit-stand desks and ergonomic chairs for staff 
and enhanced audio-visual capabilities in five 
meeting spaces. The kitchen was made more 
efficient with an improved traffic flow and a 
commercial dishwasher. Rooms were painted, 
and new flooring was installed in several areas. 
Furniture was refurbished and reupholstered, 
new draperies were hung, and stackable chairs 


were replaced. 


To undergird continuing stewardship and help 
to secure the financial future of the GCA, a 


Second Century Campaign was initiated in 


2016. By strengthening its endowment, the ССА 


will continue to advance the education of club 
members and their communities and cultivate 


leadership and innovative ideas in horticulture, 


conservation, and national affairs and legislation. 


MEMBERS OF SIX GCA CLUBS in five states and three 
ССА zones are collaborating to help restore the Ravensford 
wetlands in Great Smoky Mountains National Park, a 
Partners for Plants project. Cherokee GC, French Broad 
River GC, GC of Memphis, GC of Nashville, Laurel GC, and 
Little GC of Birmingham worked with the U.S. National 
Park Service and the Southern Highlands Reserve, a native- 
plant arboretum and research center, to collect seeds and 

to propagate and plant swamp rose, umbrella sedge, and a 
variety of perennial rush in an area where invasive, exotic 


plants were removed. 


THE LENOX GARDEN CLUB CONSERVATION AND 


COMMUNITY PARTICIPATION COMMITTEES taught 
kindergarteners at Muddy Brook Regional Elementary 
School in the Berkshire Hills Regional School District 
how to plant a tree. Several years ago, when the school 
was built with little attention paid to providing shade, 

the club stepped in to plant four trees. Continuing this 
endeavor, members decided this time to give the students 
hands-on experience. Ihree kindergarten classes, 
comprised of approximately fifty students, gathered 

on May Day to plant a native red oak tree on school 
property. A local nursery donated and planted the tree, 
with each child adding a cup of dirt and learning how to 
water and care for the tree. Everyone gathered around 

to sing This Land is Your Land as the grand finale. Club 
members returned two weeks later when the students 
shared journals they kept about the tree, delighting in the 


changes that were taking place as buds began to open. 





A third of clubs planted 1,057 trees, 
with an average of 23 trees 
planted per club 


83 clubs removed invasive species, and 
100 clubs planted native 
species or wildflowers 





The GCA by the Numbers 
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er MERIT-BASED SCHOLARSHIPS AND FELLOWSHIPS 
$330,000 AWARDED TO 86 SCHOLARS IN 2016-17 








LEADERSHIP 


uring 2016-17, The Garden Club 
of America’s more than 400 
national and countless club leaders 


set inspiring visions, motivated 





others toward achieving the ССА 
purpose, and created new programs, maximizing 
the efforts of the organization. GCA leaders are 
committed to excellence and making a difference 
in the world for future generations, building upon 
a 104-year legacy of dedication, foresight, and 


accomplishment. 


Reflecting the transition in the country's leader- 
ship and resultant evolving environmental 
regulatory conditions, the GCA was active in 
advocacy for building the pipeline of future 
environmental workers, protecting native plants 
and their pollinators, and preserving scenic 


beauty. 


The GCA was recognized for its own leadership 
efforts by the Philadelphia Horticultural Society, 
and the ССА recognized leadership in others by 
honoring ten individuals and organizations with 
national medals for excellence in the fields of 
the GCA's endeavors and by naming four new 


honorary members. 


The GCA has long advocated for a robust, diverse 
pipeline of environmental leaders. Perceiving 

the need for trained horticulturists and botanists 
to be exceptionally pressing, the GCA National 
Affairs & Legislation (NAL) and Conservation 
committees worked with the Chicago Botanic 
Garden in 2016-17 to help craft legislation to 
promote the hiring of botanical experts and the 


use of native plants on federal lands. 


H.R. 1054, known as the Botanical Sciences and 
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Native Plant Materials Research, Restoration, and 
Promotion Act, represents the first time the GCA 
has taken the lead in drafting a congressional 
bill. H.R. 1054 was introduced by Rep. Mike 
Quigley (D-IL) and Rep. lleana Ros-Lehtinen 
(R-FL) on February 14, endorsed by sixty 


horticultural and conservation organizations. 


The bill would benefit students entering the 
botanical sciences, including forgiveness of 
student loans for those who are trained and 
employed in the field. H.R. 1054 also would 


maximize the use of native plants in fifty million 
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3CA'S NEW YORK COMM E, a partnership of 
twenty-five clubs working to carry out the aims of the GCA in 
its headquarters city and outlying boroughs, collaborated on two 
rooftop beautification projects. Ihe clubs funded containers and 
plants for a restorative terrace garden for patients, their families, 
and staff at Rusk Rehabilitation at NYU Langone Orthopedic 
Hospital, expanding the space available for horticultural therapy 
sessions. In addition, the New York area clubs helped to install a 
rooftop garden at the New York School of Interior Designs East 
70th Street location. Ihe student-directed green roof initiative 
is part of the school's centennial celebration. Students consulted 
with faculty and the U. S. Green Building Council to design an 
attractive, sustainable garden that contributes to the building's 


energy efficiency. 


acres of government land, including all federal 
office buildings and their landscapes, thereby 
increasing the demand for nurseries that can 


deliver the needed plant material. 


In 2016, the GCA helped to pioneer Seed Your 
Future, a new national initiative to promote 
horticulture as a vital, viable, and exciting career 
path for the nation's youth. The GCA joined Seed 


Your Future's advisory council, which includes 





The three GREENWICH GCA CLUBS screened Bag 

It: Is Your Life Too Plastic?, adocumentary highlighting 
environmental issues surrounding plastic bags and other 
single-use plastic products, which led to the formation of a 
task force to propose banning the use of plastic bags in their 
town. FAIRFIELD GC MEMBERS brought Seeds: The 
Untold Story to the big screen in their community for two free 
showings in April. Тһе documentary illustrates the story of 
passionate seed keepers battling chemical seed companies, 


defending a 12,000-year food legacy. 


representatives from the American Society 
for Horticultural Science, Ball Horticultural 
Company, Longwood Gardens, and other 


leading organizations in the horticultural and 


educational fields. Seed Your Future will develop 


a no-cost horticultural/plant science-based 
curriculum for middle and high school teachers, 


in partnership with Scholastic magazine. 


Increasingly concerned with 
threats to monarchs, bees, and 
other pollinators essential to 
food production, the GCA 

in May 2017 sent letters to 
U.S. Secretary of Agriculture 
Sonny Perdue and U.S. 

EPA Administrator Scott 
Pruitt protesting the sale of 
seeds and plants treated with 
neonicotinoids (neonics). The GCA 
called for the elimination of the neonics 

class of chemical pesticides, or at minimum, the 
labeling of all neonic-infused plants, noting the 
critical value of healthy habitats and pollinators 
to the American economy. The ССА 200 clubs 


were mobilized to ask their members to avoid 












purchasing neonic-infused plants at home- 


improvement stores and garden centers and 
to urge retailers to mark treated plants so that 


consumers could make informed decisions. 


Annually since 1995, the GCA has identified 

a stellar North American native plant to 

receive its Montine McDaniel Freeman 

Medal for Plant of the Year. The medal 
highlights underutilized, but highly 
worthy, native trees, shrubs, 
groundcovers, vines, and 
perennials. The goal is to 
encourage use of the plants 
in the landscape and to make 
them familiar to gardeners 
and more available in 


nurseries. 


Magnolia ashei was named 2017 
Plant of the Year. Commonly known as 
the Ashe magnolia, the plant is a deciduous 

understory shrub or small tree native to eight 
counties in Florida, but grown in USDA Zones 
6 to 9. Long-lived, tolerant of heat, and resistant 
to disease, deer, and insects, this magnolia is an 


ideal specimen tree for the small garden. The 
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Ashe magnolia was nominated for the award by 
a member of Late Bloomers GC, Jacksonville, 
Florida. 


Continuing its historic stance for scenic beauty, 
the GCA in November 2016 stood against 


proliferation of billboards in the nation’s capital. 


In testimony before the Council of the District 
of Columbia, the ССА expressed opposition to 
the Nationals Park Graphics and Entertainment 
Regulatory Amendment Act of 2016. The act 
proposed that ten jumbo electronic billboards 
be erected on the exterior of Nationals Park, 
exempting this publicly financed stadium from 
the District's long-standing policy against new 
billboards. Scenic America, the Committee 

of 100 on the Federal City, the International 
Dark-Sky Association, and the National 





Capital Planning Commission joined the GCA 
in opposing the act, which was scaled back 


considerably in passage into law in early 2017. 


As a leader among nonprofit volunteer 
organizations in advocacy for the environment, 
the GCA presents congressional testimony, 
prepares nonpartisan position papers, and hosts 
an annual conference in Washington, D.C. The 
34th NAL Meeting, held February 27 — March 
2,2017, was focused on the environmental 
challenges and science of climate change. 
Nearly two dozen speakers, including members 
of the U.S. Congress and leaders of eminent 
environmental nonprofits, reminded the more 
than 300 GCA delegates of the importance 

of taking action to encourage commitment 

to conservation. Following two days of 
presentations, delegates visited Capitol Hill for 
small-group meetings with legislators and their 
staff members with the conviction that collective 


voices can influence developing conservation 
policy. 
59 percent created flower arrangements 
for a public purpose 


President Anne Copenhaver represented the GCA 
as an honorary chairman of the Pennsylvania 
Horticultural Society Philadelphia Flower Show 
Preview Party on March 10, in recognition of the 
ССА long-standing contributions to the show. 
She shared the honor with Pennsylvania First 
Lady Frances Wolf and Terese Casey and Kris 
Toomey, spouses of the two U.S. senators from 
Pennsylvania. The Philadelphia Flower Show 

is one of America's largest and longest-running 


horticultural events. 


Since 1920, the GCA has awarded medals for 


outstanding achievement in many different areas 





related to horticulture, botany, conservation, 
historic preservation, environmental protection, 
flower arrangement, landscape design, and 
literature. Ten national medals were awarded 
at the 2017 ССА Annual Meeting in Baltimore, 
May 5-6. 


Ату І. Freitag of The Weeders GC, landscape 
architect, historic preservationist, and 
conservationist, received the Achievement Medal 
for outstanding achievement and in tribute to 
creative vision and ability in the interpretation 
and furtherance of the aims of the GCA. 


Noted floral designer Jane Godshalk, of 

Four Counties GC, received the Katharine 
Thomas Cary Medal, recognizing outstanding 
achievement by a club member in the field of 


floral design education. 


Gilbert Melville Grosvenor, chairman emeritus of 
the National Geographic Society, was awarded 
the Frances K. Hutchinson Medal, honoring his 


lifetime of distinguished service to conservation. 


Richard H. Jenrette, philanthropist and respected 


Wall Street leader, was honored with the Historic 
Preservation Medal for outstanding work in 

the field of preserving and restoring historic 
buildings and gardens of national importance, 
meticulously restoring a dozen historic houses 
and playing a key role in revitalizing Charleston, 


South Carolina. 


Wendy Judge Paulson, lifelong advocate for 
experiential nature education and biodiversity 
conservation, received the Margaret Douglas 
Medal for notable service to the cause of 
conservation education. From teaching 
elementary school science to driving the 
preservation of Georgia's barrier islands, Paulson 
was recognized for being a principled, tireless 
advocate for environmental education and land 


conservation. 


Conservation philanthropist Kristine McDivitt 
Tompkins was awarded the Cynthia Pratt 


Laughlin Medal, recognizing outstanding 


ls 


THE PORTLAND GC members have partnered with Portland 
Parks & Recreation to bring back the historic Lilac Garden at 
Duniway Park. In 1936, a club member purchased 800 lilacs 
upon the death of a noteworthy collector and donated them 

to the city. The Lilac Garden was established in 1938 and 
augmented in 1948, but the connection to the club faded over 
the years. Rediscovering the gardens origins in 2012, club 
members have been working tirelessly to bring the garden back 
by pruning, weeding, edging, mapping, identifying and planting 
new lilacs, adding underplantings to fourteen beds, and 
collaborating with PP&R on major projects such as drainage, 
parking, and signs. Ihe club also hired a well-known landscape 


architect to redesign the garden. Тһе present 160 lilacs, mostly 





Syringa vulgaris hybrids, bloom from late March to early May. 


WHAT BEGAN AS A WESTPORT GC task force to educate 


members and the community about native plant usage in the 
Greater Kansas City area has grown into a community-wide 
nonprofit, the Kansas City Native Plant Initiative (KCNPI). 
Inspired to become pollinator advocates for native plants, the 
club led the way in connecting sixty organizations to work 
collaboratively across city, county, and Missouri and Kansas 
lines to promote the use of native plants and pollinators in the 
region. Participants include commercial firms, conservation 
organizations, nurseries and growers, public gardens, parks, 
garden clubs, educational institutions, local governments, 
and utility services, among others. They have a shared vision: 
a future of native landscapes connecting communities where 


nature and people thrive together. 


For nearly thirty years, the twelve GCA CLUBS AND 

THE 875 MEMBERS OF THE NEW JERSEY AREA 
COMMITTEE have collaborated to raise funds for two 
endowments that make grants to worthy New Jersey projects 
and provide scholarships. To date, eighty-eight grants totaling 
more than $435,000 have been made, including underwriting 
new irrigated window boxes at the Oceanic Free Library 

in Rumson for its Seed to Sprout program. Thirty-eight 
students at Rutgers University have been aided with $81,300 
in scholarships in areas such as landscape architecture, 


agriculture and food systems, plant science, horticulture, 





and turf grass management. 
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achievement in environmental protection and 
the maintenance of the quality of life, including 
devoting the past twenty-five years to restoring 
more than two million acres of ecologically 


important landscapes in Chile and Argentina. 


The Trustees of Reservations, Massachusetts’ 
largest conservation and preservation 
organization, received the Elizabeth Craig 
Weaver Proctor Medal for demonstrating 
exemplary service and creative vision. The 

first land preservation nonprofit of its kind in 
the world, The Trustees has advocated for and 
protected open and natural green spaces as well 


as cultural and agricultural sites since 1891. 


Philanthropist Alice Walton was awarded the 
Medal of Honor, which recognizes outstanding 
service to horticulture, most notably her 
commitment to the landscape in creation of 


Crystal Bridges Museum of American Art. 


Andrea Wulf, celebrated historian and author of 
five critically acclaimed books about the history 
of gardening, astronomy, and environmentalism, 
received the Sarah Chapman Francis Medal for 


literary achievement. 
Nearly a third hosted public greenery sales 


Peter Wyse Jackson, president of the 

Missouri Botanical Garden, was awarded the 
Distinguished Service Medal for exceptional 
service in the field of horticulture. He is one of 
the world’s foremost and best-known botanists 
and plant conservationists and a leading voice 
for the entire field of public horticulture who 
has played an influential role in reshaping 

and leading the international botanic garden 


community. 


Fach year, the ССА recognizes extraordinary 
leadership in gardening, conservation, and 
education through the extension of honorary 
membership to men and women of distinction 
who are not, nor ever have been, members of a 
GCA club. Honorary membership is limited, and 
a maximum of four is selected each year. Four 
honorary members were named for 2017 and 


recognized at the annual meeting. 


Almost all clubs held a fundraiser 
to support community projects or 
club operations 


Bruce Crawford, director of Rutgers Gardens, 
was recognized for using his talents to further 
a vision of elevating the gardens to become 

a center to educate students, intrigue the 


community, and engage children in nature. 


Orley ‘Chip’ Taylor, founder and director of 
Monarch Watch and long-time University 

of Kansas professor, was among the first to 
recognize the alarming decline of the monarch 
butterfly, and his response was to mobilize 

the American public to meaningful action in 
one of the earliest and most successful citizen 


science efforts. 


Daniel J. Nadenicek, dean of the College of 
Environment and Design at the University of 
Georgia, was honored for dedicating his life to 
expanding the knowledge base of the landscape 


architecture profession. 


Susan Rademacher, parks curator for the 
Pittsburgh Parks Conservancy, was recognized 
for being a pioneer in parks conservancy and 
one of the country's most highly regarded 
leaders in landscape history, parks planning, and 


restoration. 
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FRIENDSHIP 


nvolvement in local clubs and 
zone and national leadership 
breeds extraordinary camaraderie, 


mutual support, and esteem that 





is irrespective of distance and 
time. Individuals share common values and 

a comparable commitment to stimulating the 
knowledge and love of gardening, and they forge 
deep connections as they inspire one another to 


restore, improve, and protect the environment. 


This friendship helps explain how so many 
significant things get accomplished by The 
Garden Club of America. United in purpose and 
upholding common standards of excellence, 
friends work together to make important things 
happen. 
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Whether learning from Boston-area 
transportation and climate change experts 
involved with re-engineering the city, exploring 
the gardens of Portugal, or taking flower show 
inspiration from Harley-Davidson motorcycles, 
GCA club members accomplished much in 
2016-17 while sharing fellowship. 


The GCA encourages club members to attend 
conferences and workshops and to engage 

in visiting gardens together. The more club 
members meet and travel together, the more the 
organization flourishes. Trips and workshops 
develop enthusiasm for the many opportunities 
presented by the GCA. 




















The GCA offers an annual horticulture 
conference; an annual national affairs and 
legislation meeting in Washington, D.C.; and a 
number of judging and floral design workshops 
and photography study and visiting gardens trips 
annually, open to all club members. In addition, 


a committee conservation study trip is held. 


77 percent of clubs took 
educational field trips 


In September 2016, nearly 200 delegates 
gathered for the three-day Shirley Meneice 
Horticulture Conference, A Tree Grows in 
Brooklyn ... and much more! at Brooklyn 
Botanic Garden in New York. Delegates visited 
Brooklyn Bridge Park and Prospect Park and 
toured gardens on the north shore of Long Island 
and in the Hudson River valley, including the 
Cantitoe Corners garden of Martha Stewart, who 
blogged that the visit to her farm by the GCA was 


“а great honor.” 
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GCA leaders often gather together in New 
York City or elsewhere across the country in 
friendship to do the work of their committees. 
As an example, the GCA's Conservation and 
National Affairs & Legislation committees 
met for three days in Boston with sixteen 
experts in transportation, infrastructure, urban 
transformation, and climate change during an 
annual conservation study trip in September 
2016. Тһе ССА leaders learned how Boston 
re-engineered its transportation system, re- 
claimed its harbor, and aims to protect itself 


from the rising seas of climate change. 


78 percent of clubs visited an 
average of four gardens each 


Flower Arranging Study Group workshops in 
2016-17 involved ninety GCA club members 
studying in New Orleans and Toronto with іп- 
ternational floral designers Bruno Duarte from 


Canada and Björn Kroner from Germany. 


THE GC OF ALLEGHENY COUNTY celebrated the twenty- 
first anniversary of PIZZAZZ, its annual three-day shopping 
event October 19-21, 2016, bringing twenty-eight designer 
boutiques from around the country to Pittsburgh for a unique 
shopping experience. The event kicked off with a preview party 
offering early shopping to benefactors, patrons, and sponsors, 
followed by two days of shopping open to all. From hand- 
painted silk, hand-crafted jewelry, and embroidered velvet 
shoes and boots to fancy foods, fine stationery, and hostess and 
holiday gifts, PIZZAZZ featured something fresh for a broad 
range of tastes, a key to its long-time success. Proceeds from 
PIZZAZZ have enabled the club to fund more than $1 million 
in conservation, environmental, preservation, and horticultural 
projects since 1995, with recent funds supporting a native plant 
garden at the Flight 93 National Memorial. 
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garden clubs at the Harley-Davidson Museum Garage 


in Milwaukee September 27-28, 2016. "The biker-themed 


classes and the motorcycle museum setting combined to 





black 


сс 


create a unique event, with a high point being а 


leather” preview party. 


Visiting gardens trips were arranged to Nashville 
and Portland in the United States and Portugal 
abroad. Approximately ninety travelers on three 
trips experienced local history, culture, and 


architecture, as well as spectacular gardens. 
70 percent of clubs propagated plants 


A large endeavor like a fundraiser or flower show 
also builds camaraderie and strength among 
members. Thirty-three ССА flower shows were 
offered by clubs and zones during 2016-17. A 
flower show is a single activity that embodies 
every aspect of the ССА purpose. Іп the 
horticulture division, cut specimens stimulate the 


knowledge of plant material indigenous to the 


On July 19 and 26, 2016, the SANTA FE GC held its seventy- 
seventh annual Behind Adobe Walls fundraiser benefitting the 
clubs local education, beautification, and conservation projects, 
including Santa Fe Botanical Garden and the New Mexico 
Museum of Art courtyard garden. Santa Fes most prestigious 
home and garden tour featured four different, seldom-seen 
private homes and gardens each week by guided bus tour. 

The tours included homes of members of the Santa Fe art and 


interior design community. 





show area and promote the love of gardening. 

A conservation exhibit invites visitors to 
experience how clubs are stewards of the 
environment by educating how to restore, 
improve, and protect the natural world. The 
creativity and beauty of floral designs delight the 
senses and inspire others to explore common 
areas of interest. Botanical arts and photography 
offer additional opportunities for combining 
creative exploration and craftsmanship. Flower 
show entry is open to exhibitors from GCA clubs, 


and shows are open to the public. 


46 percent hosted a club flower show 


PADUCAH GC hosted its biennial fundraiser, Mayfair, in May 
2017 to support the clubs mission of civic improvement and the 
protection and propagation of native plants. Ihe day included 

three garden tours, a sold-out luncheon for 280, and the sale of 
topiaries, geraniums, perennials, and other potted plants grown 
by members. A boutique featured Mason jar herb gardens, bird 
nesting balls, fairy gardens, gardening books, and hand-painted 


works by area artists and garden club members. 
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Friendship continues at the national level long 
after active service to the ССА is completed. 
Current club members who have served аз ССА 
officers, directors, zone chairmen, committee 
chairmen, and chairmen or co-chairmen of 
annual meetings are appointed to the Board 

of Associates (BOA) to honor service to the 
ССА and continue friendships and associations Zone Il 
through meetings and an annual trip. The 

2017 BOA trip, The Hidden Treasures of the 
Hamptons, June 25-29, gave thirty participants 


the opportunity to see private homes and 





| Zone IV 
gardens in East Hampton and Southampton. 
Zone V 
Zone VI 
Zone VII 
received the royal 
| Ка И Zone ХІ 
treatment during an October 2016 visit to the gardens at the 
British Embassy, the first diplomatic installation on what is now 
known as Embassy Row in Washington, D.C. Head gardeners 
John Sonnier and Phil Heavin guided the group through the 
grounds, taking in the rose garden, greenhouses, kitchen Zone ХІІ 


gardens, and sculptures by British artists Antony Gormley and 
Barbara Hepworth. English architect Edwin Lutyens showcased 
British arts and architecture in the embassy's design. His 
long-time collaborator, garden designer Gertrude Jekyll, 


consulted on the landscape plan. 
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THE GARDEN CLUB 
of AMERICA 





Corporate Headquarters 
14 East 60th St., 3rd Floor 
New York, NY 10022 
(212) 753-8287 
gca@gcamerica.org 
www.gcamerica.org 


Financial report available upon request 
Club statistics from the 2017 Club Presidents’ Year-End Survey 


The annual report is a publication of the GCA's Communications Committee. 
Should you note an error, please contact communications@gcamerica.org. 





